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CURSORY REMARKS on DEDICATIONS. 


ITH the revival of letters, and the invention of printe 
ing, were revived many of the cuftoms of writing, 
peculiar to the ancients. Among thefe may be reckoned the 
practice of dedicating books to fome perfon of rank or diftinc- 
tion, which is of very diftant origin. It is almoft needlefs, 
however, to remark, that the word dedicate is here underftood 
ina very different fenfe from that aét of folemn appropriation 
which it originally implied. But it has, like many other 
words, undergone different meanings at different periods. To 
dedicate a church to a particular faint, all that was neceffary, 
was to place the image of that faint in the moft diftinguifhed 
partof it,and to call the church by his or hername. To 
dedicate a church in another fenfe, is to appropriate or fet it 
apart for the ufe of public worfhip, and that act by which it 
acquires a kind of protecting fanétity is called confecration. I¢ 
is not, however, ncceflary to follow the word dedication in all 
its meanings ; let it fuffice that it is now chicfly uled to fignify 
a prefatory addrefs to fome great perfonage, or eftcemed friend, 
and its obj is, either to procure patronage and emolument, 
or to exprefs fincere regard, or graticude. 

It has been deemed the higheft compliment an author can 
pay,and confequently the higheft a patron can expect from 
men of that deicription. In our language, as well as in moft 
others, both of the dead and living !anguages, we have 
abundance of {pecimens of the dedicating art; but the majority, 
it muft be confefled, are merely different modes of flattery 
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conveyed in the way fuppofed to be moft pleafing to the 
object 

From many things, fays Lord Kaimes, that paffed current in 
the world without being generally condemned, one at firft view 
would imagine, that the fenfe of congruity or propricty has 
fcarce any foundation in nature; and that it is rather an artis 
ficial refinement of thote, whoaffect to diftinguifh themfelves 
from others. The fulfome panegyrics beftowed upon the 
great and opulent, in epiftles dedicatory, and other fuch com- 
pofitions, would incline us to think fo. Did there prevail in 
the world, it will be faid, or did nature fuggelt, a tafte of what 
is {uitable, decent, or proper, would any good writer deal in 
fuch compofitions, or any man of fenfe receive them without 
difguft ? Can it be fuppofed that Lewis XIV. of France, was 
endued by nature with any fenfe of propricty, when in a 
dramatic performance purpofely compofed for his entertains 
ment, he faffered himfe'f publicly, and in his prefence, to be 
ftyled the greateft King ever the earth produced? Theie it is 
true are ftrong facts; but luckily they do not prove that the 
fenfe of propriety is at all times overpowered by pride and va- 
nity 3 which is no fingular cafe, for that fometimes is the fate 
even of the fenle of jultice. 

It would be,perhaps, not very difficult to excufe Lewis XIV. 
for Jiftening to this fulfome panegyric, without fuppofing, as 
Lord Kaimes feems to do, that he was devoid of a fenfe of 
propriety, for it might appear to that monarch very confiftent 
with propriety that his fubjects fhould be on every opportunity 
told, and made to believehim the greateft King in the world. 
But this would lead us into a digretfion, and the purpofe of this 
paper might be diverted too far. Flattery certainly, whether 
agrecable or not tothe object, has been more or Iefs the foundas 
tion of all dedicatory addreffes, and mutt continue to be fo, as 
long as the practice of dedication remains. 

Nor is the vanity altogether on the fide of the party thus 
addreffed. Many authors come in foran ample fhare, when 
they fancy that they are beftowing immortality on their 
patrons. Athoufand examples of this might be taken from 
modern times. Let us take one fiom more diftant ages. 
Apion, a grammarian of fomecelebrity in his day, which was 
in the reignof ‘Tiberius, dedicated all his writings to different 
perfons, upon whom he imagined he conferred immortality, 
but his works were unfortunately not able to furvive the wreck 
of time, and he himfelf is only known to have exifted, by 
being 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 383 


being mentioned, and that not very refpectfully, by Aulus 
Gellius, and a few other authors, 

The learned Ifaac Cafaubon was a writer of very different 
mould. He had a great talent at dedications and prefaces. In 
his dedications, he praifes without any low fervility, and ina 
manner which appears very remote from flattery ; and in his 
prefaces, he fhows the defign of his work and its advantages, 

without oftentation, and with an air of modefty. His dedica- 
tion of Polybius to Henry LV. is efteemed a mafter-piece of 
the kind, 

Farnaby, the critic, wrote many dedications, but he obferves 
that they were not in much repute in histime. Asit happened, 
fays he, to the ancients, who ufed to undertake nothing without 
conlulting the flight of f birds that though this cuftom went out 
of fathion at wedd ings, yet, according to Valerius Maximus, 
they invited the aulpices to their wedding, keeping up, at leaft 
i ans fome remains of the ancient cuitom ; fo it is with us, 
who Jabous under this incurable itch of writing; though the 
authority and generofity of patrons be out of date, yet we are 
ambitious to put cur works, which will {con perifh, under the 
patronage of {me noble perfon. 

There is a shinneil ftory of one Rangouze, a French 
author inthe reign of Lewis XLV. who was a noted dedicator, 
and gained fixtven hundred piitoles within eight months by that 
trade. He made a collection of letters, which he printed 
without num ibering or paging them. “he bookbinder, by this 
means, put that which the author thought proper firft, and by 
this mangeuvre, all the perfons tu whom the author prefented 
his book, iveing their names at the head, thought themfelves 
highly honeured. Mademoifelle de Scuderi, oblerves on this 
ftory, that Rangouze mutt have been as fond of dedicating, as 
a certain Italian phylician was, who having written upon 
Hippocrates’ Aphoriims, dedicated each book of his Commen- 
taries to one of his friends, and the Index to another. Rane 
gouze’s letters were briet clog yiums of the perlons to whom 
they were addrefied ; {pecifying their moft valuable quaiities 
and memorable actions, and a profusion of compliments, 
which he varied with conliderable art. 

But to come nearer home in giving fpecimens of 
Wodrow, a voluminous hiftorian, who wrote the Hittory of 
the Church of Scotland trom the Reftoration to the Revolue 
tion, a per riod of great calamity there, in his dedication to 
Geor; ge I. ules thefe woids: “* Weknow not wiich molt to 
admire, your extenfive and paternal goodnels to your tubjects, 
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or your mildnefs to your enemies, which, to their lafting fhame, 
is not able to reclaim them: But my mean pen is, at beft, 
every way below this noble fubjedt, ang of late is to blunted 
with the melancholy matter of the following biflory, and our 
miferies under preceding reigns, that it is per/ectly unfit to enter 
upon the bleffings of your Majelty’s government.” This is 
certainly meant fora compliment, but to what clafs of come 
pliments it oelongs, is not eafy to afcertain, 

It is with regret we obferve the exceffive adulation of the 
greater part of dedications, in the end of the laft and beginning 
of the prefent century, and that in works otherwile very 
refpeQable. The dedications to the feveral volumes of the 
Spectators are models of coarfe flattery, and yet one, at lealt, 
of the authors of that excellent work, had a proper ideaof the 
value of this fpecies of writing, as appears by No. 188, to 
which the readcr is referred. Dramatic writers were, of all 
others, moft abfurdly addicted to the groffeft and moft fulfome 
flattery. Onc regrets to confider Dryden as an abominable 
offender in this way. 

To a nobleman, whom he never faw, he fays: 

* I could not anfwer it tothe worldgnor to my confcience, 
if I gave not your Lordhhip my teftimony of your being the 
beft hufband now living. You, my Lord, though it is not my 
happinefs to know you, may ftand afide with the {mall remainders 
of the Englifh nobility, truly fuch,” &c. &c. It might have 
becn thought that Dryden’s confcience would have been fome- 
what more fcrupulous in determining upon a point, on which 
very few hufbands ought themfelves to be allowed to decide, 

But Colley Cibber is not behind hand : 

“ T affure your Grace, this dedication is the refule of a pro- 
found acknowledgment, an artle/s inclination, proudly glad, 
and grateful : Andif ever the influence of your Grace’s more 
fhining qualities fhould perfuade me to attempt a tragedy, 
I thall then borrow all the ornamental virtues from your great- 
nefs of Lirth,{weetnefs of temper, flowing from the fixed and 
native principles of courage and honour, beauties, that I referve 

for a further opportunity of exprefling my zeal and gratitude.” 
(To be continued.) 


4 REFLECTION. 
a i ‘HOUGH exertion for the benefit of mankind, and dif- 


tinction in confequence of it, brings many pains and 
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penalties, often creates enemies inftead of friends, and injures 
worldly intereft, yet knowledge is delightful, beneficence a 
duty, and every inconvenience which may arife from the 
diligent purfuit or diffufion of the one, and the faithful per 
formance of the other, fhould be borne with alacritys 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For APRI L; 1798. 


N our Jaft Entertainer we gave an extra& from General 
4S. Dumourier’s remarks on the threatened invafion of 
England, Inftead of our own fpeculations we thall here’copy 
his opinion as to the probable fuccefs of fuch an attempt. 

«“ There are two ways (lays he) of executing the defcent 
upon England. The one confifts in embarking a complete 
army on board of merchant veflels, to be convoyed by a 
numerous fleet of the line. This armament muft ftrive to 
gain by main force the coaft of England, muft engage the 
{quadron that may oppofe its paflage, and repel the attack of the 
troops which may make head againft the landing of the 
French army. It will alfo be neceflary for it to protect the 
eftablifhment of that army, until it fhall no longer require 
maritime affittance, with refpect to its fettlement or its fubfit- 
ence. 

“ This mode is not phyfically impoffible, but the fuperiority 
of the Englith by fea is fo very great, that the fuccefs of fuch 
an attempt militates again{t every kind of probability. 

“ There is no portin the Channel in which fo vaft an are 
mament can be collected; and as the project muft be previoufly 
known, the Knglifh cruifers will, of courte, prevent the 
junction of the various kinds of naval force intended to 
complete it. 

“ ‘The other way of attempting a defcentupon England is 
putial, and may be executed at different points at the fame 
time or fucceflively. It does not ftand in need of large tranf- 
ports or of {trong {quadroas ot men of war tocarry it into 
execution ; and the preparations neceflary to be made from 
Holland as far as Breft would be lefs expenfive and more eafy. 

© Gun-boats and bomb-veflels, with fome frigates and 
corvettes, conftitute all the naval force fufficient to act againit 
the batterics on the coaft. Challe-marecs and decked-boats 

May convey the troops with facility, with their artillery ia 
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ballaft, and provifions for eight days. There are more than 
fifteen hundred of thefe chafle-marees in the French ports of 
the Channel from Breft to Dunkirk, and nearly as many from 
Dunkirk to Eaft Friefland. Each of thefe boats, after a 
paflage of twenty-four hours, can land in England 100 men 
with one field-piece, and carry ammunition as ballaft. They 
run ov fhore without danger, and the landing may be eafily 
effeated. Inthe courfe of three days, 200 of thefe veffels 
may Be collected at any particular point of the coaft. The 
embarkation of the difmounted artillery, of fome horfes with 
forage, ammunition, dry provifions, &c. may take place in 
three hours; a Janding on the coaft of England may be 
effe&ted inas fhort a time, and the defcent?may be covered with 
forty gun-boats, carrying two 12-pounders, which would proe 
te&t the embarkation. Such a number of chafle-marees may 
carry with eafe 10,000 infantry and 500 cavalry, and this 
corps may form entrenchments fufficient to defend it againt 
very fuperior forces. Thus this mode of effefting a defcent 
can be multiplied on feveral points of the coaft of England 
with equal fecrecy and difpatch, and even with fuccefs, 

“ Tt may be objeGted that fuch a handful of men cannot 
refift a large army which the Englifh would bring againtt 
them ; but it ought to be remembered that the entrenchments 
of earth thrown up at Kehl kept a numerous and victorious 
Auftrian army in check for two months, though commanded 
by the moft experienced engineers and the fineft arcillery, 
Once involvcd in the flow proceedings of a fiege, the con- 
fequences cannot fail to be ruinous. 

“ Suppofing the event to be the moft favourable to the 
Englifh, and thatthe French fhould be repulfed in the firlt 
tempt; a fecond will be tried —for what is the lofs of 10,000 
men to France?’ Dumourier is perfuaded that partial 
dcfcents on our coafts are the moft practicable, and molt likely 
to be fuccefsful. 

“ tis theintereft of all the maritime powers of Europe, 
that the projected defcent upon Fngland fhould prove unluce 
cefsful. The continental powers are atuated by the tame 
motives. The univerfal bankruptcy which muit follow the 
fuccefs of that meafure, and the fpecie of Europe in the hands 
of a rapacious and unbridled nation, in pofictiion alto of every 
poffible ftrength by land and fea, would leave no bounces to her 
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ambition, which has alfo increafed in proposticn to her tuccels. 

The fubverfion of every throne, and the annihilation of every 

political, civil, and religious conftitution, would be the fatal 
fF relglt. 
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efult. Democracy would devour Europe, and terminate by 
devouring itfelf.” 

We fhall now fubjoin the fubftance of M. Dumourier’s 
hafty tketch of Europe. It is animated, its writer is well ig- 
formed, he has a very confiderable fhare of political fagacity, 
and his ideas are, we believe, in general juft. 

A U$ T RT A, 

This power, he obferves, except whatit has lof of its dig 
nity and honour, is a great gainer by this war. Its territory, 
and even its population, are confiderably augmented. But the 
Italian acquifitions of the Houfe of Auftrias M. Dumourier 
thinks very precarious ; and he predicts that a war wiil foon 
happen, the refult of which muft be either the fubjcction of the 
Cifalpine republic to Auftria, or, what he thinks much more 
likely, the entire emancipation of Venice from the Imperial 
yoke. 

ae a ae ee oe oe 

This power, M. Dumourier obferves, has one of the two 
dificult alternatives to choofe—either to fuffer the diffolution 
of theempire by a conceffion to the French demands at 
Raftadt, or to go to war again with the French republic. 


Z~) 


The fate of Europe feems to hang upon his cecifion. 

The natural enemies of Pruffia, fays the author, are Ruffia 
and Auttria; but his moft terrible enemy, and one that is no 
lefs dangerous in peace than in war, is democracy.—Neither 
treafures nor armies can {top its progrefs ; It exhaufts the one 
and reduces the other: It iurrounds and penetrates on every 
fide the Pruffian ftates; it befiezes its throne, and faps the 
foundation of it; nor can the King avoid being buried uader 
its ruins, uniefs he betakes himfelf to his tent, and acts the part 
of a hero inftead of a fovereign. 

If he docs this without Icfs of time, he may yet fave Swit~ 
Zetland, Suavia, Franconia, from democratic agitations; he 
may rally round him Ruffia, the northern powers, all Germany, 
and that Houfe of Auftria itlelf which abandoned the public 
caufe only becaule it was exhaufted, and bad been itfelf bafely 
abandoned. He will fave England; in fine he will fave Eu 
rope, laws, public morals, and royalty itvelf: If not, he will be 
one of the firft victims of democratic revolution, and will have 
been the author of his own misfortune. 
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All Germany has laid down its arms, and humbly {ues for 
peace. A Congrefs, which will be the eternal fhame of the 
Germanic body, and will fan&tion its deftru€tion, is affembled 
at Raftadr. 

Shouid the project of the French be accepted, and take 
place in its full extent, Germany will become the partition 
of feven fovereign houfes; Auftria, Pruffia, Hefle, Saxony, 
the Palatine, Wirtemburg, and Brunfwick. Each of thefe 
feven planets will be furrounded by one or more fatellites, 
which will perhaps be deftined at laft to be melted each into 
its refpective leaders. 

The revolutionary propagandifts are now very active; their 
chief places of refidence are, Italy, Switzerland, the banks of 
the Rhine, and all capitals. Peace will open to them new 
receptacles ; and they will find places of arms in the centre 
of Germany. Hamburgh to the north, Frankfort and Augf- 
burg will be the revolutionary feminaries, whence miflionaries 
will fpread round the fovereigas of Germany, who, for having 
deftroyed their own conftitution, feeble but impofing, with as 
much pufillanimity as injuftice, will be eafily overthrown by 
their own fubjects. The proclamation of the Ambaflador 
Mengaud to the Swifs announces, that the French will be 
ready to give fupport to all people who fhall claim their af- 
fiftance to acquire democratic freedom. What then will 
become of Germany ? We may conceive it from the fate of 
Italy. 

What preventive can be propofed for thefe threatening mils 
chiefs ? The rupture of the difgraceful conferences at Ra- 
ftadt, a national war, union, and a manly King, who will raile 
the Germanic eagle without any other ambition than that of 


faving his country—or elfe the univerfal peace of Europe, | 


preventing that war or concluding it. 
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The fate of the Cifalpine repuvlic is yet precarious, and 
depends on what will be concluded at Raftads. If a general 
war takes place, France, too much engaged on her own ace 
count, will not be able to give it fufficient affiftance, and they 
will either again voluntarily aflume the yoke of Auftria, or be 
fubdued by it. Then the reft of Italy will be exempt trom 
democracy. If peace takes place, the firft war of the Cifal- 
pines will perhaps be againft France, and will be the fruits of 
their reiticis ambition and their refentment. 
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The lot of the King of Naples is become very precarious 
by the cataftrophe of Rome. The democratic army is on his 
frontiers; the French navy at Corfukeepshim in check, He 
will be forced to pay a fubfidy to France. But this uncertain 
ftate cannot long lait. If peace be concluded at Raftadt, 
fome pretence of guarrel will be feized, and he will foon lofe 
his crown; for his exiftence will not fquare with the revolu- 
tionary projects of France on Italy. If a general war fhould 
take place, he may be the liberator of Italy, and he has no 
other part to take for his own fafety. 


a. em Se es 

The revolution of Italy neceflarily drags in its train that of 
Turkey. Should even the French, refpeGing their old al« 
liance with the Porte, folely attentive to the interefts of their 
commerce, abftain from agitating the people of Greece, the 
Italians, regenerated to liberty, in their new enthufiafm, would 
not fail to fend miffionaries to the other fide of the Adriatic 
gulph. 
R US SIA. 

Peterfburgh is not only the head, but the heart of the em- 
pire; all the canals of its political exiftence terminate there. 
The tragic events which o/ten happen near the throne, are an 
indifferent fight to the people who fee them without emotion 
or intercft, becaule they have no effect on their condition, — 
The crown may be borne by a man or woman; it may be 
violently and unjuftly feized; it is all the fame to the peoples 
whoever wears it is obeyed 5 the fovereign is always acknow- 
ledged there, 

It would feem that fuch a government enjoys perfect thelter 
from all revolutionary ftorms; and that fuch a nation is not 
fufceptible of the revolutionary enthufiafm. It never reads ; 
itknows nothing; it has not even gazettes 5 itis ignorant 
that there exifts a great people, which, in confequence of mas 
thematical difcuffions, has overturned a monarchy of fourteen 
centuries, has conquered all the nations of Europe, and pro 
pagated its opinions with its arms. 

There neverthclefs exifts in Ruffia a great city, where 
knowledge ig beginning to increafe, where the hatred and jeae 
loufy of the court refemble principles of independence and 
germs of republicanifm. That city is Mofcow. It is at 
prefent the afylum of difcontent and cenfure, and will become 
on foure future day the focus of the revolution, 
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Though called upon to co-operate with its fleet, there is no 
power in Europe more interefted than Spain againft the fuce 
cefs of the French defcent on England; which would give to 
France the empire of the feas, and make her the miftrels of 
the univerfe. Spain may fometimes experience from the go- 
vernment of England fome humiliations and vexations ; but 
England can never entertain a project for deftroying her come 
merce or conqucring her colonies. She is interefted by her 
own commercial relations to manage Spain, and to ufe her fue 
periority with moderation, 

Spain is at this moment thrown out of her political circle, 
and ought to wilh to get into it again. The alliance of the 
Spanith King with the French republic is monftrous, burthen- 
fome, and dangerous. His differences with England were 
mere trifles, as was proved by the flight gricvances detailed in 
its manifefto. With the Englifh it is only the vanity of the 
King of Spain that is concerned ; but with the French his 
exiltence. 

The fafety of Spain then depends on that of England, and 
confequently on the refult of the Congrefs at Raftadt, on the 
general war, or the univerfal peace. 





JEU D’ESPRIT. 


HE following bagatelle is tranflated as a {pecimen of the 
tafte of the French journalifts for irony. It is meant to 
ridicule the manners of the new fafhionzble people at Paris. 
In multiplying a hundred-fold the feven wonders of the 
world, I am aware that we have not extended the {phere of the 
enjoyment of men, who love to contemplate rare and extraor- 
dinary events, from the addition they are capable cf affording 
to the pleafures of life; but if the collection of political 
wonders, which a fingle week has produced, are not level to 
the underftanding of every body, there are others of a gayer 


character to which folly has equal claim, and which can boaft * 


the fame originin the wayward inconfiftency of every thing 
that bears the name of French. 

See you that elegant light blue whifky, which in its rapid 
flight fkims like a {wallow the furface of the ftrect ? Who, 
‘think you, thus drives along in fo gaudy an equipage? Itisa 
celebrated fhoemakcer, an all-accomplithed, a captivating fon of 
Crifpin,a man of fathion,a paragon of talte—in fhort, one 
who 
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who makes fhocs of a colouring, a brilliancy, an eloquence, a 
poetry beyond all competition! He never fpeaks but in 
numbers, he never replies but in madrigals, never breathes but 
in amorous fongs ; takes his meafures as zephyrs gather rofes; 
the Anacreon of the trade, the Tibullus of the bufkin—in a 
word, the Ovid of the Jaf! Thisamiable enchanter has only 
thirty or forty thoufand livres a year; it is from pure modefty 
that he waits upon his cuftemers in a whifky ; he might have 
a coach, he fays, if he pleafed; but he is content with his 
whifky ; he does not with to excite envy. 

Is it not extraordinary to find aman, who knows fo well 
what becomes his fituation? Is it not an irrefiftible proof of 
the exce//ent order of things ina ftate, whenthe hierarchy of 
conditions is fo well obferved,and when a fhoemaker can drive 
full (peed in bis carriage tothe Palais Royal, with his fhoes at 
twenty crowns a pair, for ladies whofe coquetry not long ago 
was fain to deck itfelf in Annett’s wooden thoes? Our fhoe- 
maker, befides, is a man unrivalled for his admirable prefence 
of mind, and no man in the world poffefles, in amore eminent 
degree, the wonderful art of reminding a beautiful woman df 
her own importance. 

Lately a lady of the fir? rang, that is to fay, one of thofe 
ladies wio would blufh to live in the Fauxbourg St. Germain, 
and whofe quality indifpenfibly requires that the Boulevard 
fhould lic between them and Paris, faw at the houfe of one of 
her friends, the wife of a perfon of proconfular dignity, fome 
fhoes of the manufacture of Marbeuf, of a phy/ognomy 
interefting beyond defcription. My ftars! I fhali expire 
with exftafy! O lud! what gentile filk ! Who can be the 
charming manthathas madethem? He mult make fome for 
me, or | {hall dic!” In fhort, you may guels what paficd, 
The lady, a woman of wit and {pirit, {poke of the talents of 
our virtuofo with a noblenefs, a precifion, a delicacy, absolutely 
inimitable, 

The very next day, at day-break, that is about twelve 
o’clock, my gentlemanis {ent tor, Heappears—“ Sir, I have 
a violent inclination fora pair of thoes.” * Your ladyfhip does 
me a great deal of honour.” Pardon me, Sir, the honour is 
upon my fide. Befides, you will have no great difficulty to fit 
me. ‘There is not a woman in the world more ealy in the 
article ot fhoes.”” “ Your ladyfhip isright. What majetty in 
that foot ! Your ladythip fure cannot ve French! Impoilivle ! 
Why, you have the fineft foot in the world; you have, indeed,” 
“Ah! as to that there matter, Sir, Lafiure you” —** No, really, 
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upon my veracity. Your ladyfhip has a princely foot, ’pon 
honour. When would your ladythip be pleafed to have your 
fhoes?”” “ The fooneft. is always the beft, they fay.” “ Ip 
two hours, Madame: Your moft obcdient.” He whips into the 
whifky, and away l:ke lightening. 

He kepthisword. The thoes were brought home at four, 
admired till fix, put on at eight, worn out by ten, and laid afide 
atday-break. Next day the lady, enchanted with her pure 
chafe, refolved to put them on a fecond time. Her maids 
informed her of the irreparable damage they had fuflained, 
“ Amazement! Diftraction ! Was there ever fuch an acci- 

ent! Inconceivahly fhocking. Rua to his houfe, call him 
this infant; run!" All the footmen are gone in a moment. 
Monfieur is gone out. ’Tis his night of the box at the 
opera. 

Thither they hafte,and find him out. Come, Sir, come this 
inftant; there is not a moment to lofe ; my lady is mortally 
ill! my lacy is in defpair.”” Is it poffible ? Ob, my God! 
how unlucky ! [I thall follow you this moment.”’ He runs out 
in a great buftle. The compan in the next box take him for 
a court phyfician, or at leaft a doctor in the fafhionable end of 
the town. He arrives. “ Madam!” “O Sir, it is quite fhock- 
ing; my thoes torn to pieces; unfit for ufe !”” “ Not pofiible ! 
Letus fee. Ah! my God ! tornfure enough! I am thunder- 
ftruck ! But how has this happened ? Jmmortal thoes! ’Tis 
beyond my comprehenficn; [ am loft in amazement! Ah!— 
Gad, no! How dull 1 am; it maft be fo—I have’it. [ll 
wager fifty louis, that your ladyfhip has cwalked in them!” 


Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 374.) 


T afew miles diftance from each other were military 

pofts, with foldiers ftationed to protect the internal traffic 

of the provinces, as well as travellers, from pirates and rob- 

bers. Chinefe foldiers wear their {words on the left fide, 

having the point before them ; and they are drawn by turning 
their right hand behind them, 

Though feveral of their villages were as large as fome Eu- 
ropean cities, they are held in little eftimation unlefs encom 
pailed by a wall; and thefe wails, which always furround 
tOWDS, 
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towns, were generally higher than the tops of their houfes. 
Every town is imagined to be under the protection of certain 
ftars or conitellations, of which laft the Chinefe numbered 
twenty-eight: They have ftars alfo, which anfwer to the 
twelve figns of the zodiac, called the twelve manfions of the 
fun. 

Ta China, no legal tax has been impofedsfor the maintenance 
of priefts in any religion ; yet there is fomething contributed 
to defray the expences of facrifices made at every new and 
full moon,— in fpring and autumn,—and at the commence- 
ment of the new year. No fuci day as Sunday is known, 
nor is the week divided in that manner, The temples are 
open for the free ingrefs of devotees, fome of whom have bee 
queathed tenefactions for the fupport of priefts. 

During the reign of the laft Emperor a land tax was fub- 
ftituted for a poll tax; and though moft of the imports and all 
kinds of luxuries are taxed, yet as the duty is added to the 
original price of the commodity, the confumer can feldom 
diftinguith the one from the other. There is likewilé a tranfit 
duty on goods paffing from one province to another, which is 
a great fource of revenue. And the public treafury is nota 
little enriched by prefents from tributaries and fubjedts of the 
empire, as well as by confilcations of affluent criminals. 
But the feveral fpecies of grain, inclu.ing wheat, upon which 
the poor principally fubfift, are exempt from taxation, 

A mall {pot of ground is allotted to every cottage for raifing 
efculent vegetables ; and hogs and poultry, efpecially ducks, 
were feen about exch dwelling ; the latter are frequently 
hatched by artificial neate Inthe villages women were fcea 
at their doors (pinning cotton with rock: and reels; and here, 
28 well as at every town throughout the empire, were pawn- 
brokers, who are a'lowed by law an exorbitant iatereft on the 
money advanced upon pledges, 

The eabaffy entered the province of Shan-tung on the 
18:h of OSobder, which being the day of full moon, the whole 
night was occupied in the performance of religious rites— 
There was an inceflant noife of guns firing, mufic playing, 
loos beating, fireworks launching, and matches burning from 
the hour of miduigot all the fun rifling. 

The annua} cotton plant is much cultivated in this province 
as well as in that of Kiang nan, and (o is indigo, for dying 5 
blue being the general colour of cottons worn by the come 
mon peopic. ‘She quantity of comton, however, producec in 
China, is iniuficicut for the iaternal coniumption, cotton 
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being univerfally worn by both fexes. Confiderable quantities 
are therefore papeetet annually from Bombay, which is paid 
for at Canton in dollars; thefe in the courfe of trade are given 
for bills of exchange upon England; and the dollars recur 
again to the Chinefe merchants in payment for filks, teas, and 
porcelain imported from thence into Europe, 

On the 22d of O@ober the yachts arrived at Lin fin-choo, 
acity of the fecond order, near which is ereCted a magnificent 
pagoda nine ftories high, intended, it was conjectured, to 
commemorate either the commencement or completion of this 
grand canal 5 which extends from hence to Han-choo-foo, in 
an irregular courfe, five hundred miles, through heights, over 
valleys, and acrofs lakes and rivers. hele pagodas, called by 
the natives Za, are generally from a hundred and twenty toa 
hundred and fixty fect high; the diameter of their bafes being 
about a fowrth or fifth of their altitude. 

On the 25th of OSober the yachts reached the higheft part 
of the canal, where the river Luen, the largett which feeds 
the canal, defcends into it, with a moft rapid current, in a line 
perpendicular to the courfe of the canal. The oppofite 
weftern bank is therefore ftrengthentd by a ftrong bulwark of 
ftone, agzinft which the waters “of the Luen ftrike with fuch 
violence as to divide, and follow—a part the northern, and a 
part the fouthern courfe of the canal. Proceeding a litile far- 
ther, they arrived. near the place where the leu-tze, the re- 
nowned fifhing bird of China, is bred, and taught the art and 
practice of furnithing his owner with abundance of fith, It 
is a fpecies of the pelican or corvorant. 

A prodigious number of rafts and {mall boats, built ex- 
prefsly for this kind of filhery, are conftantly employed upon 
a lake clofe to this canal. Ten or a dozen birds are put to 
each raft or boat ; and on a fignal being made by the owner, 
they dive into the water and bring up fifth, fometimes of aa 
enormous fize, between their bills. ‘They feemed fo well 
trained as to require neither ring nor cord to be put round their 
throats, to prevent them trom devouring or {wallowing any 
part of their prey; they were content to wait for what their 
mafters chofe to give them. ‘The boats built for this purpole 
were fo light, thac two men often carried one, with the birds, 
to the lake. 

This part of the canal was ftrongty embanked on both 
fides, for the water was brow: ght into a narrower channel, and 
railed {evera] yards above its former bed. ‘The lands below 
were overRowed feveral months in the year, and cultivated 
6 with 
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with that fpecies of rice which requires to be immerfed in 
water till it be neasly fit for the fickle—Two crops were 
raifed annually: The one was ripe in May or June; the other 
in O&ober or November, 

The procefs of fhelling or hufking rice was performed by 
putting the grain into a ftrong earthen veflel, or large ftone 
mortar fixed into the grouad, and ftriking it with a conical 
peltle ade ipted to the end of a lever. This peftle is often 
wrought by a perfon treading upon the end of the lever— 
Ano: ther mode of effes sting this is, by placing the grain bee 
tween two flat ftones of a circular form, of which the uppers 
moft is made to turn round, but at fuch a diftance from the 
undermoft, as not to crufh the rice placed between them. Ie 
is a!fo done on a larger fcale by water mills. 

The yellow river, which the yachts had now to crofs, was 
fo rapid in its current as to induce the Chinefe to think it nes 
ceflary to make facrifices to the fpirit of the river to infure a 
fafe pailage. The matter of the 3 yaclit, attended by the crew, 
aflembled upon the forecaftle, and holding a cock i is 1 his hand 
as aviGiim, wrung off his head, and thre w it into the ftream. 
He then confecrated the veel by fprinkling its bleod upon the 
deck, maits, anchors, and doors of the cabins, upon each of 
which were ftuck fome of the cock’s feathers. After this, 
bowls of meat were brought, and placed in a line acrofs the 
deck ; and before thefe cups, containing oil, tea, falt, and are 
dent {pirits. The captain now made three low, folemn bows, 
lifting up his hands, and uttered a few words as if addrefled to 
the Deity. During this time the /o was forcibly beaten, 
matches were lighted and held towards Heaven, tinfel paper 
was kept burning, and abundance of crackers Ict off. Li- 
bations were made by him tothe river, by throwing into it 
the cups of liquids; afterwards that which held the fale. 
The ceremonial being finifhed, the people made a hearty re 
paft of the bowls cf meat. They then launched the yacht 
with confidence inte the ftream, and having reached the op« 


pofite fhore, the captain offered thanks to Heaven with three 
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inclinations ef body. 
During the emba fly’ s procrefs towards the yellow river, let- 
ters frequently pailed between the Emperor and Sun-ta-zhin, 
and the latter often paid friendly vifits to the Embailador.— 
Quotations from the Imperial dilpatches were cited at different 
times, by Sun-ta-zhin, containing not only an account of tie 
letter to Sir Erafmus Gower baving beea forwarded to Chu- 
{an, but alfo gracious expreflions towards his Excellency and 
. fuite; 
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fuite ; which he was informed were in confequence of Sun- 
ta-zhin’s favourable reports of the embafly. He had declared 
to the Emperor, that he was perfe&iy convinced, the Em. 
baflador had no other views than that of precuring for bis 
country acvantages in trade, which Europeans confidered as an 
objec of the utmoft importance ; and that he had difcovered 
nothing in their manners or fentiments which could create the 
imalleft alarm to the nation with whom the Englifh might 
be defirous of eftablifhing a friendly or commercial inter 
courte, 

As teftimonies of the Emperor’s perfonal regard, his 
gracious meflages were often accompanied with prefents of 
dried meats from his table, preferved after the eaftern m anner. 
His Imperial Mzjefty, in a recent anfwer to Sun-ta-zhin’s 
letters, aflured him, that he entertained himfelf a high efeem 
for the Embaffador and his nation, pncaageewgh _ various 
furmifes which had been made concerning them 3 that he had 
efolved to protect their trade, about which his “then la ha 
interefted himfeli fo warmly ; that he had, indeed, refufed to 
comply with certain requcfts, as, at his advanced period of life, 
he could not reconcile himfelf to any innovation; that with 
regard to the bufinefs of Canton, it had been left to the dif- 
cretion and managen-ent of the Viceroy, who would not 
readily give orders to abolifh practices which he himfelf had 
fanctioned ; but as a particular mack of his Imperial Majefty’s 
* attention tothe defires of the Englifh on this fubjedt, he bad 
recalled the former, and appuinted a new V iceroy,—one who 
was related tohim by blood, and enducd with fentiments of 
juttice and benevolence towards ftrangerss and that he had 
received initructions to examine and revile the regulations of 
the port of Canton, andto put an effectual ftop to the vexa- 
tions and grievances of which the Englifh complained.—Sun+ 
ta-zhin, in addition, faid to the Embaflador, that it might be 
fuppofed, perhaps, out of delicacy to his Excellency, he had 
put too favourable a conflrudtion on his Imperial Maj efty’s 
difpatches, but that he might reft aflured they were the 

Emperor’s own words; and that as the newly appointe 
Vicerov was ftill at Han-choo-foo, he would introduce’ the 
Embaflador to him there, who would confirm the aflurances he 
had juit given. 

(To be continued.) 
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An ufeful Hint for the Regulation of Anger. 


HEN we put ourfelves into the attitude that any paffion 

naturally occafions, we foon in fome degree acquire 
that paffion; hence when thofe that {cold indulge themielves 
in loud oaths,and violent actions of the arms, they increafe 
their anger by the mode of exprefling themfclves, 





RO YAs ADRECRO T Ez; 
HEN Philip, King of Macedon, invited Dionyfius the 


Younger to dine with him at Corinth, he felt an in 
clination to deride the father of his royal gueit, becaufe he 
had blended the chara‘ters of prince and poet, and had em- 
ployed his leifure in writing odes apd tragedies, “ How 
could the King find leifure’ 2 faid Philip, ** to write thefe 
tries?” ‘ In thofe hours,” anfwered Dionyfius, * which 
you and I fpend in drunkennefs and debauchery,” 





Anfwer, by P. Halfway, to F. D.’s Charade, inferted Feb. 5. 
7 ‘ ‘HE yellow ftalk, and nodding ear, 


Truly prefage that harveft’s near; 
The corn to cut, and clear the lands, 
The bufy farmer calls ail hands. 
With pleating toil the WHEAT SHEAF’s bound, 
With harveft-home the air refounds. 
t+t+ We have received the like anfwer from Selpats, of 
Briftol; Thomas, of Afhprington; G. H. William Rennels, 
of Barnftaple; W. Brock, of Evercrech; T. Lawrence, of 
Chard; and T. Whicker, of Exon, , 





Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeovil, to WV. Madadick’s Rebus, inferted 
February 12. 


\V HEN fame from her trump bade our heroes advance 
To fcourge th’ vain Spaniard, and humble proud France, 

Howe, Bridport, and Vincent, her order obc y"dy 

To well drab them back k, and foon humbled their pride 

Next DUNCAN th’ bray e did our conquetts purluey 

Whole couraze and prowcis foon made Mynheer rue. 


Vou XXX, 20 Huzza 
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Huzza ye brave heroes! old England again, 
Secur’d by your victories, gives law to the main. 














*,* We have received the like anfwer from T. Stick, of 
St. Dennis; B.C. Fowler, of Chard; T. Whicker, Exon; 
P. Halfway; J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; P. Nianis, junior, 
of St. Agnes; T. Gilfon, of Truro; and G. Hazell, and 
W. Rennels, of Barnftaple. 





4A QUESTION, by Philomathes. 
} Ree. 2 re the dimenfions of that cone whofe folidity 


and furface are equal, and its furface a minimum. 





4 REBUS, by @ Correfpondent. 


Poet firft, whofe works fublime fhall ftand 
A lafting honour to his native land ; 

A conftellation next, whofe radiance bright 
I}lumes the fable brow of gloomy night; 
A Britith fage in every clime renown’d, 
By every mufe with deathlefs laurels crown’d ; 
A mighty chief of Scythia’s hardy race, 
Who brought the ambitious Turk to juft difgrace; 
The god of verfe, as Grecian fables fing, 
Who ftrung the lyre, and {wept the founding ftring ; 
The illuftrious prince by Heaven’s own arm upheld, 
Its foes to crufh, its facred fane to build; 
A valiant hero, that on Rabbah’s plain, 
To hide foul guilt, by treachery was flain; 
A wealthy city fam’d in ancient days, 
Mart of the world, and miftrels of the feas; 
The dread abyfs, the unlimited profound, 
Where time is loft, and thought itfelf is drown’d: 
Find out th’ initials, and conne& them right, 
They’ll bring my native village to your fight. 
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 #,% The Conftant Recder,” of Penryn, is refpecifully ine 
formed, that his fcheme relative to theatrical performances would ace 
cupy too great a portion of the Entertainer; and, we have reajon 
to believe, would not be agreeable to the generality of our readers. 
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VERSES addrefed to MISS A 


ORGIVE, {weet maid! a lover’s bold addrefs ! 
Who dares the feelings of his foul impart ; 
But, ah! can language paint, can words exprefs, 
The hope and tear wnich tear his anxious heart? 


Aw’d by refpe&, how oft have I deplor’d, 

That adverfe fortune which my hopes deny’d ; 
Oft have I gaz’d, and filently ador'd, 

Stifl’d my feelings, and in fecret figh’d. 





» of Taunton. 





In fpite of ev’ry effort to conceal, 
Should I the ardour of my love controul, 
Yet would thefe eyes inform you what I feel, 
And peak the anguifh which difturbs my foul. 


But, ah! too lovely fair! I ftrive in vain 

My former peace of mind again to prove ; 
Nor ever can lott happinefs regain, 

Unlefs you condefecend to hear my love. 


Oh! give one tender look of fond regard, 
To one who loves fo ardently and true ; 
With one kind fmile the fervent love reward 
Of him whofe ev’ry hope’s confin’d to you, 
Taunton. 


W. S. 








On RETURNING ¢o the COUNTRY, in 1783. 
[From Poems by Lady Manners. ] 


we once more, my native land, 
What joy to breathe the perfum’d gale, 
Which, asimmers’d in thought I ftand, 

Salutes me from the hawthorn vale! 


Oh folitude! of mind ferene, 
Parent of innocence and peace, 
Prefide for ever o’er this fccne, 
Nor let this grateful filence ceafe. 


T’ve left the gayer paths of life, 
Where reafon ne’er could pleafure find, 
Where ever-reftlefs, buty ftrife 
Leaves lovk’d-for happinefs behind, 
There 
















There flattery o’er my youthful cheek 
Has fpread amomentary glow; 
There vanity has made me feek 
The gilded roofs of hidden woe. 


There haveI feen neglected worth, 
Abath’d, decline her honett head ; 
While vice ia gaudy robes came forth, 

By pride and adulation led. 


There envy fteeps the poifon’d dart, 
To ftrike at merit’s open breatt ; 

There fmooth, infinuating art 
Deceives the wifeft and the beft. 

The nobles, who were wont to raife 
To liberty afpotleis fhrine, 

To av’rice now devote their days, 
For her unhallow’d garlands twine. 


The gentle virgin, who, of yore, 
Thought worth and happinefs the fame, 
Contemns what fhe rever’d before, 
And truth fhe calls an empty name. 


The beauty, whom relentlefs time 

Has robb’d of ev'ry boatted grace, 
Retains the follies of her prime, 

And decks with borrow’d bioom her face. 


But fay, amid fuch fcenes as thefe, 
Can I ftill hope my mind was free? 

Say, in this more than Cretan maze, 
Was | devoted ftill to thee? 


Did ne'er ambition fwell my breatft, 
Or {parkle i in my dazzled eye? 

Did ne’er offended pride molett 
My hours, or prompt the heaving figh ? 

Yes: I have felt their baneful pow’r, 
Have own’d ticir univerfal {way, 

Wastempted in one thoughtlefs hour 
Their fhameful dictates to obey. 

But reafon rais’d my fainting foul, 
Ere I the magic draught ce uld fip ; 

Ere I had touch'd the fyren’s bowl, 
She turn’d it from my eager lip. 


** Amoret,” fhe cried, ‘* for ever leave 
*« This fcene where vi ice and folly reign; 
** The time you’ve lot ia crowds re trieve, 
** Nor hope for biifs but on the plain. 
With this kind counfel I complied, 
No longer worldly f{plendour prize ; 
Nor fhall [ beild my nobler pride 
But on becoming good and wife, 
Accept then, folitade, my prayer, 
A wearied wanderer receive ; 
Strengthen’d by thee I will prepare 
By ‘fpotiefs virtue for the grave, 
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